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iGloria knelt by her, begging her not
to €ry.
pribe in her power. She drew the en-
veiope of letters from the bosom of

i
m:-,', forgive you. dear.
richt to judge you.
responsibility. Keep your life and your
past and make what you will of them.”

L.ois rather saw the prize than heard
e counsel and she snatched at the
letters with the instinet of a child.

* * * * * * *

(qloria felt her heart harden again.

¢he eould not keep back a feeling of
:-. ptempt for the selfish pettiness of
. loria was afraid to speak lest she
wa<te further rebukes on a soul that
~ould not profit by any other chastise-
ment than sacrifice and fear. So Gloria
1oft her and climbed the terraces. She
poted with relief that no one had seen
(he hrief drama that might have star-
'g]._w‘. the whole nation. She was afradd
had done everything she
o4t not to have done.
A« she was entering the house to go
to her room the boy Stas called her.
11¢ wus lugging a picture book of for-
¢ivn paintings. He knew nothing of
any of them and he asked Gloria many
questions she could not answer, QOne
of pictures represented Christ
knecling and writing on the ground.
Neur him lay a contrite woman in
Jume and tears. In the background
a number of men were tfurning away
chamefnced. The picture was labeled,
wxgither Do 1 Condemn Thee, Go and
sSin NO More.”

Now, Gloria felt that she was justi-
fiedd in laying aside her impulse to ex-
qet o penalty from Lois. She told Stas
that the picture was beyond the un-
derstanding of a child, and that he
was lucky to be a child. She wished
that she had never grown up. Then
¢he went te her room. Looking from
her window, she could see the embank-
ment where she had won a double vie-
tory over Lois and hierself. Lois was
tenring the bundle of letters to bits
and scattering the pieces upon the
railrond track, where she had nearly
heen torn 10 ;‘it'l‘v:-i herself.

I have no

.Y
that  she

Glorin felt that one riddle at least
was <olved, She felt sorry for David
and his choice among women. Then
che rorpormberod the judge's accusa-
tion aoinst [ravid. A.(.'(“.Hl'dillg to that
hor Dreother was guilty of a more hein-
ous crime than Loig, He had taken a
life or, with even greater wickedness,
had persusded another man to coi-
it murder for him. She could not
rost till she had either cleared David

of that suspicion or warned him that
his secret was known.
= ] * * * = -

The reason that the duel between
Gloria and Lois had not been observed
by anvone but the fleeting eyes of the
firemuan on the express engine was
thut the Stafford estate was a little
world in itself,

David had been conferring with his
business associates by telephione. Pier-
pont had been inspecting the prize cat-
tle with which he jealously expected
to confound his rival neighbors at the
next county fair. Stas had been look-
ing at the hig picture books on the
linge table in the great living room.
Iiis father, Casimir, hiad been working
among the rose husihes with the head
gardener.  Judge Freeman had been
nvolved in one more conspiracy, which
Le firmly hoped would be the last,

[t was Casimir who first interrupt-
od Giloria in her seareh for David.
Casimir had hardly bhelieved that there
were as many roses in all the world

45 there in the Stafford close., He
could sce his"wife lying in a reclin-

ing chair in a sunny nook and it oe-
curred to him that one of those roses
would cheer her and serve as a bit of
gallaniry. So he plucked one. The

gardener saw the deed, charged on
him with a roar, and snatched the

flower from him. The deep thorn bite
e received in his thuimb did not pacify
lim,  He stood sucking his thumb and
sweiaring when Pierpont strolled by.
Picrpont had lost his temper at the
iry because the head valet to the
s histd not brashed their teeth to his
sitisfaction nor manicured their hoofs
o perfection. When the gardener ex-
pluined  that Casimir had dared to
pitek one of the famous and priceless
1'.‘.1 rpont roses which had never failed
0L honorable mention at the annual ex-
Nibitd the Garden club, Pierpont
wroth than the head gar-

nIOre

Cusimir  guailed before the on-

st and Gloria, drawn to the spot
*noisy voices, found him eraven
with eonfusion. She took his part at
Hees and when the gardener and her
tether explained the atreeity he had
nitted Gloria also turned on him:
“In heaven’s name, Casimir, what
‘1 you mean by taking the only rose
Wy poor father has??

"L did take it,” Mees Gloria, for to
“eove my poor vife. Better I should
S0 Aaway now, yes?”’

oy

. ‘ou took a rose to give to your
wWite, did you?” Gloria cried. “You
OEht 1o be ashamed of yourself.”

“Iam it! Oh, I am it,” Casimir
Drotested,

“I should think you would be,”
Gloria stormed. “Taking one rose for
Your poor wife. The next time you
Want flowers for her you take as many
48 vou ean carry.”

While her father and the gardener
il Casimir gaped like dolts, she
Suipped off a dozen of the Pierpont
roses with the gardener’'s own shears.
m‘*la_-'e laid them in Casimir's arms and
»‘\:ful: “Maybe she won't care for the
?;‘t'!‘ivmt roses. I don't think much of
viem, myself. So take her some of
eiach of these varicties, and find which
she likes best. Then if the gardener
lu_lthers. Tou again, tell me and I'll snip
his head off the same way and you
“n have his place.”

#‘—

At last she offered the final '

per gown gnd held it out to Lois, say- |

I can’t take that

ST A

She gave the gardener his shears,
pushed Casimir out of the inclosure,

and followed, turning to say: “Thank
you, father.”

Pierpont and the gardener looked at

each other and both said, “Whew !”

Gloria went-along to make sure that |
Casimir’s wife received the flowers

with no hint of their hazardous gather-

ing. Then she went to the house to |

find David.
She was encountered by her aunt,
the great Hortensia, with a bevy of

other great ladies from the country-
side.

“Give us tea, Gloria, for heaven’s

sake,” said Hortensia, “and come lis-
ten to our scheme.”

They dragged Gloria to the Japanese

tea garden, whither the servants
brought tea and all its accompani-
ments across the lawn. Aunt Hor-

tensia gathered in Doctor Royce as
well.

Aunt Hortensia explained that it
was about time to “get up something.”
Each of the ladies Lhad her pet charity
which needed funds and everyone

talked at the same time, Gloria’s mind .
was too full of her own problems to '

feel much interest.

She beckoned to !

Casimir and sent him with tea and !

cakes for his wife.
back with the china

When he came
she piled up a

little midafternoon banquet for him-

self.

He took it shyly, then stared at it,

and shook his head
back., Gloria asked why.

tated, then exclaimed: “In my Po-

and offered it
He hesi- '

land millions of my peoples are dy-f
ing because they have not of bread.

And should I to eat of cake? No, I
could not, please!”

Gloria respected his feelings too
much to force him to eat, but she
twned to the committee and, claiming
the floor, asked the house to listen to
a delegate from Europe. She made
Casimir speak. He was tongue-tied
at first with embarrassment, but he
warmed to his theme and told of the
miseries of his beloved land, over

Gloria Flung Herself on Lois.

whieh vast armies had fought back
and ferth again and again till the
wenlthy and noble were living in cel-
lars and eating husks and the poor
were dying in herds.

When he hiad finished every eye was
wet and every heart afive for Poland.
When Gloria propesed a mammoth
lawn festival for I‘olish relief there
was unaniimous assent.

“We'll charge a fortune for a tea
biscuit and bankrapt everybody that
comes,” said Gloria. “Then Tl take
the money over to Poland mysell fo
malke sure that it falls into the right
hands.”

“And I'll go alote with
tor Royce spoke up, “to
that you don’t fall into
hands.” :

Evervone applauded the
but Gloria answered it
her blackest looks. Dector Royce was
still under the ban. He had confessed
too much and duped her too well to
be forgiven in haste. But her rebuke
was ignored in the excitement of the
convention. A mammoth ianwn festival
for Polish relief; there was no dis-
sent.

Now once more Gloria felt free to
seek David. She found him, hiding,
he said, till the women got away. She
asked him to follow her. She had
perfected her scheme for testing his
innocence or his guilt. < i

David had not been present when
the yachting expedition s=set forth to
run down Trask, nor had he been pres-
ent when Trask was brought in. David
was thoroughbred enough to rule his
own expressions and to pretend ignor-
ance of Trask’s existence. But Gloria
felt sure that if she could bring the
two men suddenly face to face one or
the other would betray a guilty knowl-
edge. _

So she said to David: *“Come with
me. I've got a surprise for you.”

David followed her up to the guest
room where Trask had been installed.
She led him to the door, knocked,
opened the door, and bade David enter.
A sereen stood before the bed anda she
drew it aside quickly, . keeping her
eves on David. She saw surprise in
his face, but not of the sort she ex-
pected. His surprise was blank won-
der. She turned to see how Trask
took the confrontation. Trask was
not there. The bed was empty.

Gloria ran to find the nurse. She
ruwet her just coming in from a motor
ride. She had taken her two hours
of liberty, she said, leaving Nell to
care for her father. She was stunned
by the news of Trask's departure. He
was too weak to rise and walk. It
seemed 'inpossible that he could nave
been carried cut without attracting the
attention of a dozen servants,

you,” Doc-
mike sure
the wrong

impudence,
with one of

e
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“And I'll Go Along With You,” Said Doctor Royce.

Gloria felt bewitched. She ran te
seek Doctor Royce. David ran after
her, asking: “What's it all about?
What's the little surprise you had for
me? It seems to have caught you first.”

“Don’t bother me,” was all Gloria
would say.

David seemed so amused by her dis«
may that she began to suspect him of
kidnaping his confederate, But she
dared not accuse him lest, if he werq
innocent, she would reveal to him
more of Lois’ guilt than she felt it hen
right to divulge. |

She stood off David and hurried on
to find Doctor Royce. She met Judged
Freeman on the lawn, and told
what had happened. Ha expressed
surprise, but when she had left him'
she began to feel dissatisfied with the
sincerity of his amazement, But she
could not pause to investigate further.
When at last she found Royce, she
forgot that he was in her black book
still. It had been her habit for so
many years to run to him with her
problems that she ran to him now,
and, laying her hands on his arm,
cried:

“Oh, Stephen, Stephen, they‘ve stol-
en Trask! TI've lost him again and I
don’t know what to do.”

“Stolen Trask!” Royce <¢xclaimed.
“It's impossible.”

“Of course, it’s impossible,” said
Gloria, “but it's true, too.” '

Royce set out to pick up what trace
theve might be of him, Gloria tagged
along. Royce asked every servant he
mef where he had been.. Several of
them had been on the lawn serving tea.
Judge Freeman had sent others on vari-
ous errands. The cook and her crew
had been busy providing for Aunt Hor-
tensia's mob, IRoyce called for his
own chauffeur, Ile had been in the
Kitchen, he confessed, us a guest at a
tea party below stairs.

Judge Freeman was not to be found.
As a matter ef faet he was the prin-
cipal ofender. After he left Gloria
he had wandered about in a deep and
gloomy meditation. He was convinced
that Gloria, with her impulsive and
unmanageable temper, was™set upon
unraveling every knot in the tangle.
e was sure that her inexperience
with the world would keep her from
foreseeing the consequences and that
she would cowpel a complete revelas
tion. This would end only in a public
scandal, an enormous and irretrievable
disaster.

David woeuld
life and Trask

he put on trial for his
would turn state's evi-
dence against him to save his own
life. David wonld porhaps be sen-
tenced to denth, or, if he escaped that,
he would escape it in some preteinse
of insunity, with all the aitemaath
of entlless serial seandals. In any
case, Lois would be disgraced before
the world, and if David's wealth could
bribe an acquittal, it would purchase
a divoree.

Another ccnsequence would be that
the judge himself would be impeached
or forced to a resignation under fire,
with his ermine dishcnored. It is only
fauir to say that the judee’s fears for
his own suffering had less weight with
him than his fears for.the wireek of
his daughter’s life and of Duavid's. He
loved David as he were hLis own
son. He had a deep affection for
Pierpont, and he cherished a great
fondness for Gloria., He respected
even the motives that were so perilous
to herseif as well as all the others.

He wanderad disconsolately about
the lenelier portions of the Stafford
demesne and found himself at the
outer gate. There he chanced to see
the bargeman, Jed, eome up the rood.
Jed asked if he knew where the Staf-
ford place was. Judge Freeman toid
him that it was before hin. Jed asked
if a badly hurt man had been taken in
there with his duaughter. =he judge
nodded and asked what he rnew of
the pair.

Jed said he didn’t know much ex-
cept that the old mian’s daughter was
his girl and going to marry him some
day and he was afraid she was In
trouble. So he had left the barge to
hurry back and see if he could be of
some use.

The judge questioned him cautiously
and finally proposed that the best thing
to do would be to get the old man out
of the hands of the Staffords, who
meant him no good. Jed seized on the
suggestien hungrily and the judge of-
fered his co-operation. He led Jed by
a little frequented path to the rear of

if

the house and bade him wait. He
went Iin and sent Nell out to speak to
Jed and make sure that she wanted to
escape with him.

|
z
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|
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' SAYS PHOSPHATES MAKE BEATU-

TIFUL WOMEN AND STRONG,
HEALTHY, VIGOROUS, RO-
BUST MEN

'
— %

Physicians 21l over tke werld are pre- |
seribing phosphates to build up run
cown enemic ccnditions and those
who have treated their patients
with Argo-Phosphate are chan-
ging thin enemic women with
toneless tissnes flabby flesh
into the most beautiful
rosy cheeked and plump
round formed women
imaginable

Atlanta, Ga. Dr. Jacobson said in a
recent interview that 90 per cent of en-
cmia comes from nervous breakdown
which ean only be corrected by supply-
ing the necessary phosphates to the
nervous system that is lacking in the
tood you eat, and this can be guickly
supplied by taking one or two 5 grain
Argo-Phosphate tablets after each meal |
and 4t bed time. It will inmany eases |
make a pale serawny face the picture
of heaith in a few days. I have scen
women that I expected would have to
be kept under treatment for months '
restored to perfeet health in one or two
weeks time.

SPECTAL'NOTICE. The Argo-Phos-
phate recommended by Dr. F'. H. Jacob-

. son contains phosphates such as arve

Nell assured him |

that she did. The beauty of the home !

oppressed her.

\While Nell was talking with Jed
Judge Freeman was ordering his own |

chauffeur to bring the car up to a cor-
ner of the driveway shielded from the
hiouse by & elump of ancient rhododo-
dendrons as large as trees. Then the
judge, surprised at his own crafti-
ness and bringing into play all the
lore he had
thieves’ confessions, set about the bur-
clarious art of clearing the - house,
Most of the servants had been im-
pressed into the serving of wholesale
e at Aunt Hortensia’s convention.
The rest Judge Freeman sent on vari-
ous errands with messages to distunt
izborers on the grounds.

When the coast, or at least the stair-
way, wuas clear, he called in his chauf-
feur and Jed. They hurried up to
Trask's room and, lifting him in his
sheets, hurried out into the hall and
down the stairs with him. The old
man suflered agonies from the jolis
and jars, but he smothered his groans
somewhuet. The judge went ahead as
i seout and warded off one
ran in for Aunt Hortensia's parasol
and a man who burried back for a so-
cial register of the county to be used
in making up a committee list.

Thus Trask was, as the sayving is,

acquired from hearing |

I\.’im aud vigor, and build up the whole

maid who |

spirited away without being seen by |

anyone except his abduactors.

The

chauffeur ran his ear from the grounds |

cicud of dust the machine raised as it |

dashed north. Ile remained to keep
witteh and to do what lie could
turn pursuit in the wrong direction,
e Telt disquieted by the pallor of
Tras=k and by his exivoeme exhaustion.
e was afraid that the old man would
last long. He hated himself for
thougzht, but he could not dismiss

10T
ihe
the
iems if the wreteh would pass away
in silence, I he spoke he miczht eon-
bhimself to death in the chair
and take David with him.

Juadge Freeman

1
aREVYTY
LILRrp & 8 1

hy  the tradesmen’s entrance and |
Judee Frecinan, lingering, saw the

belief that it weuld solve all prob- |

abhorred his own !

(loed and recrotied that he could not !

nuanish himscelf publicly as severely as
e would have punished ancther judge

who violated his honer so, 3ut he

“I've Got a Surprise for You.”

had been a father before he heeame a
judee, and the parveatal instinct over-
ruled the legal obligation. He under-
stood as never hefore the almost irre-
<istible impulses that compel men to-
ward eriminal acts, and he wondered
which it were better to do, resign is
jost as judze of other men or rem:iin
nn the bench and administer mercy
more freely than he had been wont to
do.

Meanwhile he smiled, though dismal-
ly, to think that his old head had out-
witted the young wits of Gloria. He
saw how disturbed she wuas by the es-
cape* of her captive, but he felt no
more-remorse than one feels who takes
a sharp knife away from a child lest
it wound itself as well as others.

Gloria was frantic. She was still
surrounded by hostile friends who
thwarted every eiTort she made to
learn the truths that were all impor-
tant to her peace of heuart.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

preseribed by leading physicians throu-
ghout the world, and it will he found
the most effective form for treating pa- |
ticuts with Nervous Dyspepsia, Stom-
ach troubles, Brain Fag and Nervous
Prestration. It will

renew vouthtal

bodyv. If your druggist will not supplv

you with Argo-Phosphate, send $1.00

EVER SALIVATED BY

CALOMEL? HORRIBLE!

Czalomel is quicksilver and acts like dy-

naniite on your liver

Calomel loses you a day! You know
what calomel is. It’s mercury: guick-
silver. Calomel is danugerous. It crash-
es into sour bile like dynamite, cramp-

ing Calomel

should

and sickening
tacks the bounes

you.
and
put into your system.

When you feel bilious, sluggish, con-
stipated and all knocked out and be-

Heve vou need a Jdose of dangerous cal-

ut-

never be

omel just remember that your druggist
sells for 50 cents a large bottle of Dod-
son’s Liver Towme, which is entirely
vegetable and pleasant to take and is

It

cuaranteed to start vour liver without

a perfect substitute for ealomel, is

P

SCVALTLLLT VoUW Up ';:'.:l"u'. aud ean woL sali-
— - 7
vate,

Don 't take ealomel! Tt makes vou

' sick the next day: it loses yvou a dav's

work. Dodson’s Liver Tone straizht-
ens vou right up and vou feel great.
it to the

perfectly harric:s und doesn’t gripe.

Give children bhecause i1t is

$100 Reward. $:00

The readers of this pe-er will
pleased to I-arn thut tlcie is at least
one dreaded Jdirease thit science has
been able t2> cure in al! .ts stazes and
that is catarrh. Catarrh bheing creatly
influenced by constitutional conditions
requires constitutionzl ireatment. Iali's
Catarrh Aledicine iz raken internally and

be

| aets thru the Blood on the Mucous Sur-

faces eof the Svsrem therehy destroyving
the foundation of tho disense, giving the
Patient strength by building up the con-
siitution and assistinge nature in doing its

work. The provrictors have so much
faith in the curative powers of Hall's
Catarrh Medicine that they ofter One

Hundred Dollars for any case that i+ Tails

to cure Send for lict of testimonials,
Address F, J. CHENEY & O, Toledo

Ohio. Sold by ail Drucgist. T5c. '
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The Luzizane Cuaraztee:

I, after using the centents
of 2 can, you are not satisfied
in every respect, your gro-
cer will refund ycur inoney.

"TwWo 7o
2 in Quality
and

Yes, Ma’am; and you don’t
have to take it for granted, either.
You can prove the first by taste,

Buy a can of Luzianne.

would. If
and taste better than other cottee
at the price,

back your money. Nale 1o
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WHEN YCU BUY HARDWARTE FROM U8 WE DO BUSI-
HIESS WITH Y0U ON THE SQUARE, EECAUZSEZE WE NOT
CNLY BELIEVE IN DOING BUSINESS HONEZTIY EUT BE.
CAUSE WE WANT TO RELL YOU ALL TdE EARDWARE

¥0U NEED ‘““FOR LIFE”

WE LAID TEE FOUNDATION FC2 SUCCESS BY PUT-

KN
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TING TESTED,

WN BRAIDS OF FARDWARE

iM CDOXR

STCRE. OUR LINE ENCOMPASSES EVERYTHING AN UP-

TO-DATE HARDWARTE STORZE

OUR RULE OF EUEINESS TO
FIRST.

SECULD JARRY AND IT I3
MAXET THE L O W PRICE

OUR HARDWARE'S THE BEST; IT STANDS THE TEST.

Josey Hardware Co

PIONEER HARDWARE DEALERS

SCOTLAND NECK,
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NORTH CAROLINA




